 Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting

	Date
	4th November 2025

	Time
	7pm

	Attendees
	Cllr. Ann Clowes (Chair),Cllr. Tania Foster (Vice Chair), Cllr Joyce Tomlinson, Cllr Jamie Davis, Ward Cllr Simon Eardley, Mike Jones (interim clerk), Laura Johnson, URENCO, Laura Kenny, URENCO, Martin Atherton, Guseppe Cusato, Brian Murray, Phil Housley, Deborah Housley, Carol Daniels, Robert Daniels

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Court, Urenco




	1
	Procedural Matters:
- Apologies - Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Mark Brassington, Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Collette Francis
- Communication - all matters that received correspondence are on the agenda
- Declaration of Interest - none
- Matters arising from minutes from the last meeting - none. The minutes were signed as a true record.
- Resignations & vacancies- notification from Diane Malley that we still need to keep engaging her. Pippa Martin had been clerk but has stepped down due to personal circumstances. Cllr Tracy Royal has resigned as a Capenhurst Councillor. She was events co-ordinator. Cllr Jamie Davies has stepped in to arrange some of the events so far but others will need to help with future events. Philip Housley offered to be co-opted to fill the vacancy. Agreed unanimously. Cllr Collette Francis is on sabbatical following a knee operation. 
- Dates of Future Meetings & Locations:
6 January 2026 at Urenco, 
3 March 2026 at Urenco, 
5 May 2026 AGM in Capenhurst and Ledsham Village Hall. 
- Notice of any urgent AOB - none
	AC


All

AC

	2
	Visiting Officers:
Ward Cllr Simon Eardley reported - 
Drainage matters (Capenhurst Lane area):
· Following the last meeting, I have written to the Crown Estate direct. I had asked CWaC to provide me with a direct contact, but this has not happened. So, I have gone to their generic email address which I believe will see a response within a given timeframe. I have set out in brief the challenges of neighbouring landowners and the location of where we believe there to be a ‘blockage’ in terms of the efficient movement of water towards Powey Lane. I have also suggested a site meeting would be helpful so a representative of their organisation can see for themselves the challenge and what we are looking to do to resolve. I will relay a response on this as soon as I have one.
· Similarly, I have also chased National Highways in respect of their culvert responsibilities down towards Powey Lane. Several emails have been exchanged with the contact I have (those who I was previously in touch with appear to have moved on) and his most recent suggestion was for a meeting on site with CWaC officers at the end of October. I am not aware that this happened, but I have nonetheless asked for an update and when such a meeting will take place / confirmation of a plan of action when it does. Again, I will keep you updated.
· I am disappointed that this is somewhat of a ‘holding’ position again on these two specific matters, but I hope to have positive developments in the coming weeks.
Planning matters:
· Capeles, Capenhurst Lane – change of use from C3 dwelling house to C2 children’s care home. It has been confirmed that this application will go to the CWaC Planning Committee for consideration, most likely in early December 2025. SE will speak in opposition to the application and there is the option for a representative of the parish council to do so also if they wish.
· The Hayloft, Capenhurst Lane. Investigations and enquiries are ongoing with SE in touch on a regular basis both with residents who have expressed concerns and the CWaC Planning team. The issues here are complicated and are not straightforwardly dealt with. All correspondence sent to SE has been relayed to CWaC Planning and he will continue to pursue the matter and provide further updates in due course. A ‘Lawful Development Certificate’ application in respect of the main property was refused in late September 2025 – officer report is available online.
Member Budget. This remains open and must be committed by the end of January 2026. SE is open to applications for small projects, working on the basis that a grant of circa. £250 might be possible.
Outcome of surgery held on 18 October 2025:
· Concerns were expressed regarding the dog agility facility that is operating to the rear of the former Malpas Tractors site.
· Request made for a ‘concealed entrance’ sign on Capenhurst Lane, on the approach to School House Farm. SE to submit request to CWaC.
· Request made for visibility mirrors on the verge of Capenhurst Lane to assist drivers seeing approaching vehicles. SE to write with explanation as to why this is not a favoured option.
Miscellaneous:
· Resignation of parish councillor Tracey Royle. I am sorry to hear that Tracey has decided to stand down. It has been a pleasure to work with her; her contribution to the life of the parish has been greatly appreciated.
· Resurfacing works to Capenhurst Lane, broadly from the junction with Rectory Lane to the Brook Farm area, have been undertaken. This has come as a surprise as no notification was given, but they are to be welcomed as the area has improved as a result.
· ‘Play meeting’ – SE to pursue this with officers. A date was hoped to be sourced for September 2025 but was delayed owing to the ‘pre-election period’ for the Strawberry by-election.
· Gully cleansing – notification of works scheduled for Capenhurst Lane and Ledsham village (and surrounding) has been received. This will necessitate some short road closures.

	
SE

	3
	Urenco Update
· Kilns 3 and 4 - there will be an exhibition for the local community to view in the Village Hall on Saturday, 22 November. Members of the project team will be there to answer any questions. Kath Devey will forward the information so it can be promoted. For anyone who can’t attend the exhibition will then move to Urenco’s reception for a couple of weeks.
· Thanks were given to the parish council and village residents in relation to the crane coming through the village in the summer. Its weight meant it couldn’t come safely over the railway bridge. The building works were completed. 
· Urenco received planning permission for the demolition of buildings 202 and 038. 
· There were plans for a new concrete slab to be placed at a location in the middle of the site.
· Urenco were looking at improving the central contractor welfare centre in the middle of the site.
· A shield wall was being erected around E23 at the top of the site.
· Urenco rep received a question from the chair regarding a noise complaint. Response: LJ confirmed a complaint was received, initially thought to be a chainsaw operating on site but after investigations it was not clear if it was all coming from the site. The complainant had been contacted.
· The gift and card to Julia from the Council was greatly appreciated
	LJ, LG


	4
	Members Interest forms -update
There had been no communication to say that any had not been submitted, but the paperwork remained with Pippa. Phil will be given one following his co-option earlier. 
	All

	5
	Correspondence 
An email had been received from re Capeles- see the Visiting Officers report, below. SE will take the issue to Planning Committee. The correspondent took exception to the way the application had been dealt with. The Council had a protocol to discuss planning applications to avoid bias. The comments had been noted. 
	
All

	6
	Members of the Public Speaking Time
Martin Atherton spoke about Dunkirk Lane Quiet Lane status. In the 3 years he had lived there the traffic on Dunkirk Lane had changed significantly. The reasons were various including: customers visiting Costco; the housing estate; school traffic; Urenco; and using the Lane as a short cut to avoid heavy traffic on the A5117. An application for Quiet Lane status had been submitted but CWaC’s response was frustrating. He was not looking for a speed limit change, just to make it safer and more pleasant for walking and cycling. He was looking to gather evidence such as speeds. Residents had put notes along the lane and had 35 responses which he then presented to the Parish Council. 
It was noted that:
·  the existing speed sign logs data. 
· The police presence was usually sitting in a car nearby as there was nowhere safe on the Lane to park and monitor traffic. 
· The police do joint meetings with some parish councillors. They suggested a speed gun with training. One was used in Saughall, with 3 people at a time on patrol
· The Council could commission a new survey on the Lane which could result in a recommendation for Quiet Lane status. SE was awaiting response from Transport in CWaC about other aspects of the Quiet Lane policy.
· CWaC had recognised that the A5117 was congested. 
	MA

	7
	Planning:
- Update of Hayloft planning - see item 2 above
- Update of Laurels Farm - they have been asked to remove all of the building work done without planning permission. 
- Capeles - see item 2 above
	 All



	8
	Events: next- Christmas lights switch on date tbc
Date agreed as 6 December 2025. The five Councillors present would help organise items such as the silver band, mince pies, mulled wine, available electricity. People sometimes sponsor baubles and money goes to Hospice. It will be publicised on the local Facebook group. 
	All

	9
	Finance:
- Income received - Bank balance was £12,940.71. Reserves had been amalgamated into one “community fund” which was £3,447.34, ringfenced for specific projects. 
- Payments made - £383.26 insurance, regular expenditure of £34.80 for the accounting package, £60.72 for website and email provision.
- Proposed expenditure - new clerk needed an upgraded laptop so £783 was paid for one. Documents transferred to it for £75.
- Budget approval for April 2026- March 2027 - Members were asked for budget proposals or suggestions and were asked to send a courtesy reply to budget emails if they had no suggestions. The budget was required to set a precept, with any expenditure outside of budgets coming to Council for approval. 
Urenco will continue to support specified activities. 
	 TF




All

	10
	Members Information
- CHALC emails had been circulated 
- NALC emails had been circulated 
- Training emails had been circulated - JT gave a summary of a briefing on the subject of planning. 
- ‘New Councillors’ training would be circulated. 
- no PCSO Report was received though it could have gone to the clerk email address. 
	All

	11
	Members Speaking Time
- Councillors- PC Surgery/drop in feedback - A few people attended and SE attended to discuss some matters. No takeaways.
- Online training - all were encouraged to attend
- Visiting Members - none besides SE. 

JT raised the issues of the bad state of the roads, especially side lanes which were breaking up in parts. Rectory Lane is a particular example, especially the double bends. There are no pavements or safety for cyclists and cars struggle to use the full width because of potholes. 
	
All


	12
	Meeting closed - 8:20pm
	



